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at Panama on November 7, and was joined there later by
three other naval vessels.

On November 7, the American Minister at Bogota sent a
cable message to Secretary Hay, saying that General Eeyes
was about to start for Panama with full powers, and wished
to be informed by the Secretary before starting if the Amer-
ican commander at Panama would be ordered to cooperate
with him with the new Panama Government to arrange
peace and approval of the treaty, which would be accepted
on condition that the integrity of Colombia be preserved.
On the same day the Colombian Government asked to be
informed through the American minister whether it would
be allowed to land troops at Colon and Panama to fight
there along the line of the railway.

These messages were received at Washington on Novem-
ber 10, 1903, and on the following day Secretary Hay re-
plied that it "is not thought desirable to permit landing
of Colombian troops on Isthmus, as such a course would
precipitate civil war and disturb for an indefinite period
the free transit we are pledged to protect."

The Republic of Panama was formally recognized by the
United States on November 6, 1903, in the following mes-
sage from Secretary Hay to the consulate-general at
Panama:

"The people of Panama having by an apparently unani-
mous movement dissolved their political connection with
the Republic of Colombia and resumed their independence,
and having adopted a government of their own, republican
in form, with which the Government of the United States
of America has entered into relations, the President of the
United States, in accordance with the ties of friendship
which have so long and so happily existed between the re-
spective nations, most earnestly commends to the govern-
ments of Colombia and of Panama the peaceful and equit-
able settlement of all questions at issue between them. He
holds that he is bound, not merely by treaty obligations, but
by the interests of civilization, to see that the peaceable
traffic of the world across the Isthmus of Panama shall not